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The road less traveled: Often ignored sources of
information ahout the accident and your client’s injuries

This article describes a few of the
less-used sources of information in auto
cases. The most interesting of these are
the red-light cameras that have been
installed art a surprisingly large number of
dangerous intersections. To paraphrase a
well-known commercial: To look upon a
photograph showing the opposing driver
“blowing” a red light ~ priceless. Of
course, seeing such a photograph of your
driver entering on a red light, atter you
have taken a case and spent time and
money on it, is comparable to watching
the Celtics destroy the Lakers.

Red light cameras

This is a relatively new area of poten-
tial information gathering. For good or
bad, the so-called “red light camera” pro-
grams are proliferating. These cameras
monitor both intersections and approach-
es to intersections. As a recent article in
the Los Angeles Times points out, “red
light cameras” are moneymakers for most
jurisdictions. (Connell, R., Red light cam-
erq toulette: LA. is money loser, Culver City
rakes @t in, Los Angeles Times (June 6,
2008).) The chart to the right shows, as
of May 2008, the different jurisdictions in
Los Angeles County that have red light
camera programs, the number of inter-
sections monitored, and the number of
approaches monitored.

These systems are located in areas of
heavy traffic at “dangerous” intersections.
If you have an intersection-collision case,
it is always a good idea to check with the
particular jurisdiction to see whether or
not the intersection happens to have
been part of their red light program.

From a practical standpoint, serving
a subpoena on the jurisdiction to obtain
copices of any photographs taken during a
particular time period is likely to garner
minimum results. It is generally better to
call the police department of the particu-
lar jurisdiction, ask for the person in
charge of photo-tickets and find out if the
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intersection in question was monitored. If
50, you can usually get a callback with
information as to whether or not any
photo-tickets were issued during the per-
tinent time period. The next step would
he a person-most-qualified (PMQ) depo-
sition, coupled with a document request
for photographs and tickets issued during
a very discrete window of time.

Assuming you are able to obtain rel-
evant information (including, by the way,

the fact that no red light photo was taken
during the time of your accident), you
may wish to investigate to determine
which contractor has been employed to
install and operate the system. In Los
Angeles, the contractor is Nester Traffic
Systems. Other jurisdictions use a compa-
ny called Redflex. A few minutes on the
telephone will identify the contractor for
you. You can also specify in your PMQ
notice that the person to be produced by
the City also be the person most qualified
to talk about the contractor, the equip-
ment, and operation of the equipment.
As might be expected, such evidence is
extremely persuasive, if not conclusive.

Emergency response personnel

We all know that police reports are
prepared for significant traffic accidents.
It would be a rare auto case indeed where
any of us would feel comfortable without
having a copy. Similarly, emergency room
records are always obtained. But there is
much more.

* Paramedics

When fire department paramedics
respond to an accident, the police report
may or may not list the station numbers
and/or unit number. As might be expect-
ed, paramedics create their own paper-
work and patient-care reports. These
forms will include a description of the
accident, usually taken from the patient
or others in the vicinity. Their fire station
will have a log with a brief description of
the accident. The paramedics and/or the
ambulance will be in contact with their
base hospital by radio. Tapes are made of
these contacts. The tapes are retained for
a short period. Currently, most hospitals
in the Los Angeles area keep these tapes
for six months or less.

This material will give you at least
accurate times. Usually, a brief descrip-
tion of the accident is included in the
paramedic paperwork as well as the sta-
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